
"T
he buck stops here." The words of President Harry
Truman resonate with the people of DMS International
when it comes to environmental sustainability. "Every
individual and company worldwide must take

responsibility for our natural resources, care for the environment, and be
concerned about what we leave future generations," says Daniel Silva,
chief operating officer of the Silver Spring data management services firm.

While the company's primary reason for becoming involved in
Montgomery County’s Certified Green Business program is to be a
positive influence on its environment, its community and its employees, "It
also makes very good financial sense," says Silva. "If you have the choice,
why not purchase computers, networking and communication systems
that have minimal to no impact on the environment? Why not look for
equipment longevity, including upgradability and modularity? And simply
why not print double-sided when you can and save not only money, but
time and space?"

A thorough self audit opened the eyes of employees at DMS as to ways,
both large and small, they could make a difference. From
turning off computers and office lights to dishwashing full
loads to ridesharing to using green sights when booking
travel, DMS and its staff are committed to making a
difference, one person and one company at a time.
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"The earth does not belong to us. We belong to the earth." The words of
Chief Seattle go to the heart of Sustainable Design Group's mission - to
build homes and communities that are in complete harmony with man,
nature and the spirit of the place.

Referred to as Earth Homes™, these distinctive abodes take advantage of
nature's gifts - sun, air and water. The result is a balanced, healthy and
self-sustaining dwelling.

The sun is an integral part of the home's design, providing abundant
natural light, heat, electricity and hot water.

The natural flow of water is respected so that the foundation and site
remain dry and excessive runoff into nearby streams is eliminated. Air
flow is carefully considered to minimize cold air in winter and to channel
cool breezes in summer.

Natural materials, especially those found locally, are used whenever
possible. The wood found in Earth Homes™ is certified to have come
from sustainably managed forests. The firm maximizes energy and water
efficiency to minimize pollution and depletion of resources. Only native
plant species are used in the landscaping.

Appreciating that design is a collaborative process, Sustainable Design
Group listens carefully to your thoughts, issues, concerns and
constraints. The resulting home design is a vivid, vital expression of who
you are and uniquely suited to your lifestyle.

As a pioneer and innovator in green high-performance solar homes for
nearly four decades, Sustainable Design Group has developed numerous
building and renewable energy products and technologies to maximize
comfort and health while minimizing operating costs and environmental
footprint. The firm's attention to detail results in homes that can operate
independent of the electricity, water and sewer grids.

Imagine a home with no utility bills and no more power outages.

Sustainable Design Group's president, John Spears, has been designing
and building healthy, energy-efficient, green, solar homes around the
world for nearly 40 years. His work includes sustainable communities in
South Africa, Mexico and China, including the Beijing Olympic Village.
Over 6,000 of John's  Earth Homes™ have been built around the world.

The firm is LEED Accredited by the U.S. Green Building Council and
recognized as a Certified Energy Manager by the Association of Energy
Engineers.

Whether building new home, remodeling, or retrofitting energy systems,
Sustainable Design Group can offer innovation, insight and experience
that will result in a greener, healthier environment and a home with little
to no utility costs. To learn more about what the firm can offer, visit
www.sustainabledesign.com or call 301-428-1040.
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